
 
 
Dear Second Floor RC Residents,  
 
Congratulations on your acceptance to the Illinois College of Optometry’s Class of 2023!  This is such an 
amazing accomplishment, and you should all be incredibly proud of yourselves that you’ve made it this far 
already.  I’m super excited that you’ve chosen to join us in Chicago, and I can’t wait to help with your 
upcoming transition to ICO! 
 
My name is Kelsey Jennings, and I’m a third year student and the second floor RA.  My hometown is 
Litchfield, Illinois, a small town in central Illinois.  I am an alumnus of Northern Illinois University, where I 
majored in Biological Sciences and got a minor in Chemistry.     
 
I’ve had a great couple of years at ICO, and living in the RC has definitely played a role in that.  If you 
haven’t already, you’ll soon find that everyone on campus is incredibly friendly, welcoming, and always 
willing to help.  You’ll have no trouble finding your second family in the close-knit community of the RC, and 
you’ll undoubtedly make some lifelong friends while you’re here.   
 
The RC provides some great resources, like individual study cubes on each floor, social lounges, a 
computer lab, and conference rooms for studying.  It’s always helpful to have tons of classmates right down 
the hall to answer any last-minute questions you may have before an exam, too.  It won’t take long for you 
to figure out your own learning and studying style at all.  Living across the street from ICO also makes 
things really convenient – there’s no commute, so you’ll always be on time for early exams, and you’re 
always close to practice in lab or attend office hours.  I look forward to helping make your transition to ICO 
as smooth and as rewarding as mine was.  
 
Although you’ll spend lots of time learning and studying, there’s always time to enjoy life in your new city!  
Chicago has tons of amazing museums, shopping, restaurants, sports, and outdoor activities.  The RC puts 
on events throughout the year for students with discounted (or free) tickets.  This past year’s events 
included a Chicago White Sox game and patio party, a Chicago Blackhawks game, a boat cruise on Lake 
Michigan, several barbeques, and an awesome end-of-the-year party to celebrate making it through the 
first year of school.  We’re always looking for suggestions for new, fun events, so if you have ideas, let us 
know! You’ll have tons of opportunities to get out and explore the city with your new classmates in the 
coming year – make sure you take advantage of them!   
 
If you have any questions about ICO or the RC or just want to reach out before you arrive on campus, feel 
free to contact me at kjennings@eyedoc.ico.edu.  I want to be as accessible and approachable as possible 
throughout the year, and I hope to do everything I can to make your transition and experience at ICO one of 
the best.  Enjoy the rest of your summer vacation, and I can’t wait to meet you all in August!  
 
Sincerely,  
Kelsey Jennings  
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