
 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
 Congratulations on being accepted into ICO’s class of 2023! This is a significant 
step in every one of your lives, and I am incredibly proud of each and every one of you 
for taking this challenge.  
 
 My name is Connor Robbs and I will be your 3rd flood resident assistant for the 
year! Along with the help of Chelsea and Kelsey, we are here for each and every one of 
you in all aspects of your first professional year at ICO. I am from Naperville, Illinois, 
roughly 45 minutes away from school, and have lived there my whole life. Before 
coming to ICO, I attended the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, majoring in 
integrative biology with a minor in chemistry. I am a huge fan of hockey and have played 
ever since I was young, so if any of you want to attend a Blackhawks game just let me 
know! 
 
 One of the best decisions you all have made is living in the RC for your first year! 
It is vastly different from any other dorm experience you had in the past in 
undergraduate programs. Students here get extremely close and truly bond together as 
everyone works hard and is here for the same purpose. Being at the RC allows everyone 
to feel very safe while living in Chicago and able to walk directly across the street for 
exams, lectures, and clinic! As hard as the curriculum is here, everybody is willing to 
help one another out and is in it together. You may have heard friends any family 
members talk about the competitive nature of other professional programs, but let me 
tell you from first hand experience, ICO is a very tight knit community that helps one 
another in school and all other aspects of life. 
 
 But academics is not the ONLY thing on everyone’s mind when at ICO… ☺ As a 
special bonus of living in the RC, we put together fun events to get everyone physically 
and mentally away from school! In years past, we have organized white sox patio 
parties, blackhawks games, cruises around lake Michigan, and various food events held 
in the RC! Many people like the nightlife around River North area when we have time on 
weekends as well. ICO student association organizes phenomenal events such as 
eyeball, quiz bowl, boo bash, and more! I encourage everyone to take advantage of 
joining clubs at ICO as they have extremely helpful information for real life practice of 
optometry as well as give away food at all of the meetings! 
 

If you ever need to talk, feel free to contact me at CRobbs@eyedoc.ico.edu or 
visit me in my room at 3071! ICO is challenging. It will knock you down at times, but it is 
extremely fulfilling when you look back and see all the work you put in paying off.  
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